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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Thursday 23rd July   Head Lice check commence 

Friday 24th July   Head Lice check continue 

Monday 27th July   Grades 3 - 4 Swimming commences 

Tuesday 28th July   Special Assembly - Mike Symon - Federal Minister to attend 

Friday 31st July   National Tree Planting Day 

    
   

  Staffing / Enrolments 
 

¶ Our current enrolment is 749, with two families having recently moved overseas.  

Enrolment trend data is as follows; 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Having last week received official approval for, and confirmation of, our enrolment 

ceiling of 790 students from the Regional Director, we have commenced a new 

enrolment procedure whereby all enrolment requests are collected but not formally 

accepted / entered onto our management system.  The address of each potential enrolee 

is sent to Eastern Metropolitan Region, where it is entered onto their computer system, 

which in turn identifies the primary school that is geographically closest to each of these 

families. 

 

As a result of our enrolment ceiling, we are now accepting enrolments only from those 

families for whom we are their closest school.  The siblings of current students are 

presently exempt from this process, although it is important to note that the DEECD 

prioritises óclosest schoolô enrolments above siblings.  With this in mind, we are 

desperately trying to ascertain which current Laburnum families have children who will 

be commencing here in preps next year. 

 

Whilst we are optimistic that the introduction of this enrolment ceiling will help to 

contain enrolments, it is important to understand that we are required legislatively to 

enrol each and every family for whom we are the closest school. 

 

¶ Lorraine Webb and Them Manou are presently on Leave, and have been replaced by 

Liz King and James Quilty respectively. 
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 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

June 45 55 53 73 90 77 

July 68 83 82 104 115 109 

August 76 107 100 119 129  

September 80 115 103 134 130  

October 84 126 103 141 131  

November 83 128 101 141 125  

December 84 132 105 141 120  
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MIX101.1 ï WEATHER WIZKIDS 
A very early wake up call on a winterôs morning did not 

discourage many Laburnum students, staff and parents from 

braving the cold for a chance to grab a hot coffee, listen to 

some breakfast radio and win some great prizes. Simon 

from Mix101.1 arrived at 8am on Tuesday 21st of July 

baring gifts and to include our school in a live weather 

broadcast where we were heard all across Melbourne on 

Mix101.1ôs popular breakfast radio show óMornings with 

Bridge and Tomô. A very casual morning gave parents the 

chance to catch up over a latte and watch the kids enjoy 

freebies and scream with excitement as we went live to the 

studio. The Mix team were very pleased with the turn out 

and mentioned how polite and delightful the laburnum 

community were.  

Curriculum  

¶ The Parent Teacher interviews held in the last week 

of second term were most successful, with the great 

majority of parents taking the opportunity to meet 

with staff.  Congratulations and thanks must go to 

our teaching staff for the huge amount of time put 

into both the interviews, and of course the 

underlying student reports. 

¶ We had eleven new interactive whiteboards installed 

in classrooms during the recent holiday period, using 

approximately $60,000 of the Federal Governmentôs 

National School Pride (NSP) funding. 

¶ Our school football and netball teams will be playing 

in zone finals this Friday 

¶ Grade 3 student Ben W. will be representing this 

school, district and zone at the State Cross Country 

Championships to be held this Friday morning at 

Bundoora Park.  Best of luck Ben! 

¶ Trainee teachers from Deakin have returned to 

Laburnum for their second of three 2009 teaching 

experiences 

¶ The grade 3 & 4 classes are working on integrated 

units of work that will see students playing an 

integral role in the continued development of the 

Community Vegetable Garden at the rear of the 

school. 

¶ The grade 3 / 4 swimming program commences next 

week at the Nunawading Swimming Centre. 

¶ The documentation for our Triennial review will be 

collected by our externally appointed reviewer on 

August 4, with our óReview Dayô being scheduled 

for Wednesday the 19th of August. 
 

Buildings & Grounds 
 

¶ We are now in the final stages of appointing a 

provider to install the 900 square metre four lane 

synthetic running track around the perimeter of our 

school oval.  Also funded through the NSP program, 

it is estimated that this project will cost in the 

vicinity of $85,000 to $90,000.  We hope to have the 

project finished for the start of next term, when it is 

anticipated that a number of student exercise / play 

stations will then be erected along the west border of 

the track. 

¶ Plans are presently being drawn up for the canopy 

over decking linking the grade 2 & 3 classrooms, 

which is the third of our NSP funded projects.  The 

fourth project which involved the linking of our two 

permanent buildings with a covered way has been 

put on hold while we ascertain which aspects of this 

project might in fact be ópicked upô as part of our  

Building the Education Revolution (BER) project. 

¶ Speaking of which, we are presently negotiating with 

the DEECD who are óofferingô Laburnum 

$2,200,000 for the library relocation, rebuild and 

refurbishment, which would in turn result in the 

significant redevelopment of the schoolôs main 

entrance, administration area, staff room and related 

offices and work areas.  While this is less than the 

$3,000,000 to which schools of our size are entitled 

to pursue according to Federal Government  

guidelines, the most important issue for us relates to 

whether or not this sum is sufficient to complete the project 

as defined.  We are presently in discussions with the 

architect on this issue.  So much for simply ócutting the 

ribbonô!  (For those of you out there that are now 

convinced, as apart from simply thinking that Iôve lost my 

marbles, please refer to the newsletter dated May 28th, 

2009) 
 

General 
 

¶ The Federal member for Deakin Mr Mike Symon 

will officially open both our PAC Refurbishment 

and our Community Water Project at a whole school 

assembly to be held in the hall at 9.00am next 

Tuesday, the 28th of July. 

¶ Headlice checks will commence today. 

¶ Third term has started extremely well, with staff and 

students returning to school refreshed after the two 

week vacation. 

Gavin Gamble 
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Education Maintenance Allowance 

 
Instalment Two 

 

The second instalment of the Education 

Maintenance Allowance (EMA) payment 

is due from mid August. 

 

Parents and guardians who lodged an EMA application at 

the beginning of the year do not need to lodge another 

EMA application to receive the second instalment. 

 

If you did not lodge an application and are eligible for the 

2nd instalment an application form is available at the 

General Office 

 

Key Dates: 

Eligibility day - 13 July 2009 

Parent applications close - 7 August 2009 

Parentsô Group  
 

Introducing Parentsô Group Member  

SARAH FULTON  
Sarah is synonymous with Parentsô Group due to her 

enthusiastic involvement over the last five years. She 

enjoys all the activities and events and is particularly 

looking forward to this year's ball which is shaping up 

to be another fantastic night out. Personal highlights 

include the school fetes and the 2009 Trivia Night. ñI 

find Parentsô Group extremely rewarding. It 

challenges me on many levels. I have learned new 

skills have also made some wonderful friends who I 

know I will keep for life.ò 

In her spare time Sarah is also on School Council, 

loves to read, plays a cracking game of Scrabble and 

enjoys a glass of wine (who wouldn't with all those 

children!?) and is looking forward to celebrating her 

40th birthday next year. As a mum to three girls, Neve 

in Grade 5, Cissy starting school next year and 

Jemima who has just turned two, Sarah will have kids 

at LPS until 2019 (OMG!) when she will be very old 

and grey but undoubtedly active in the school in some 

capacity! 
 

Rolfôs Pies Fundraising Pie Drive 
Last week order forms for the ROLFôS PIES 

Fundraising Pie Drive were sent out with the 

newsletter and additional copies are available from the 

Office. Collect orders from your family & friends and 

return completed forms (and payment) to the school 

by NO LATER THAN NEXT TUESDAY JULY 28 

(instructions for payment on reverse of order form). 

Your order will be delivered to your childôs classroom 

on Thursday August 6. Pies will have been freshly-

baked and can be frozen for up to three months. So 

why not stock up your freezer this winter with 

delicious home-style pies ready to come to your 

rescue next time you havenôt got time to cook! Any 

queries, please contact Robyn on 0419-112-466. 

The Rolfôs Pies Fundraising Pie Drive is a Parentsô 

Group fundraising activity. 
 

School Ball 
Had you heard a whisper it wasnôt happening? Details 

about the upcoming Casino Royale event on Friday 

August 28 are located in the newsletter with a flyer 

with more information going out next week. 

The School Ball is a Parentsô Group social activity. 
 

Parentsô Group is Going Downhill! 
Parentsô Group is considering running a skiing daytrip 

to Mt. Buller on Saturday August 15 if we can garner 

enough interest. Cost for one adult and one child 

including equipment and lessons is likely to be around 

$265. For those with their own equipment, around 

$195 for one adult and one child. (These prices would 

be much (about $50) cheaper if the child is in grade 

five and you use the free Grade 5 ticket available). 

Please register your interest with Colin Lewis on 9878 

3999 or colinl@acslink.net.au by Monday July 27. 

Grade Five kids ski for free! 
There is a current promotion at Victorian ski resorts - 

grade five children get a free lift ticket. See 

www.skivic.com/grade5skifree for details. 
 

Entertainment Books 
The Entertainment Book year has only just begun so if 

you would like a year of savings, pick up a copy today 

from the Office today for only $65 each, or buy one to 

share with a friend. Every book sold earns money for 

the school, saves you money every time you use it and 

will pay for itself in no time. Itôs worth its weight in 

gold! 

The selling of Entertainment Books is a Parentsô 

Group fundraising activity. 
 

Need more information? 
Parentsô Group meets every month on the second 

Tuesday and newcomers are always welcome. The 

next meeting is Tuesday, August 11. If you would 

like more information or have any suggestions, please 

contac t  Sarah-Jane  (0425-749-610 o r 

sjinjp@yahoo.com) or leave a message via the Office. 
 

 

Coming Up in Term 3 
July 28 (Tuesday) ï Rolfôs Pie Drive Orders due  

(Delivery Thursday August 6) 

August 11 (Tuesday) at 7:30pm ï Parentsô Group 

meeting in Staffroom 

August 15 (Saturday) ï Ski Trip TBC 

August 28 (Friday) ï School Ball at Box Hill Town 

Hall 

September 4 (Friday) ï Fathersô Day Breakfast 

September 4 (Friday) ï Good Guys Sales Night 

(Nunawading store) 

September 8 (Tuesday) at 7:30pm ï Parentsô Group 

meeting in Staffroom 

http://us.mc500.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=colinl@acslink.net.au
http://www.skivic.com/grade5skifree
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School Ball  

 
Had you heard a whisper it wasnõt 

happening?  

Were you worried this 

annual event was to be no 

longer?  
 

 

 

Well it simply isnõt true. 

The School Ball will be held on 

Friday the 28 th of August at the Box 

Hill Town Hall . 

 
So save the date now!  

 

The team that brought you the triumph that 

was the Trivia Night is back together to give 

you this yearõs ball. It will again be 

spectacular!  
Come along to the Casino Royale, LPS style.  

We want you to frock up (not the blokesé. 

unless you really want to, anything goes!). 

Put on your best diamonds, strap on the high 

heels (again not the blokes) and get ready 

for a fantastic night of dancing and casino 

fun.  

We will have professional croupiers and 

tables for you to learn the skills of poker or 

blackjack. As well as some other fun and 

games.  

(all on us of course ð no real money will 

change hands!)  

 

We will have fantastic food supplied by Ari at 

The Twig and Two Berries, everyoneõs 

favourite deli (try the mini lemon meringue 

pies, yum!)  

There will be the usual great prizes and 

entertainment.  

Tickets will be on sale soon for this fantastic 

night. Look out for your flier in the newsletter 

next week, we hope you will all come along.  

 

We do currently have vacancies for a few 

helpers, so if you would like to be a part of 

this yearõs Ball team we would love some 

more volunteers! We have a number of 

areas in which help would be appreciated, 

including set up on the day if you are free.  

Please give Sarah Fulton a call on 9877 3120 

or email sarah.j.fulton@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laburnum District 

Girl Guides for 

girls 

aged 5 to 18 years. 

 
What can you do at Guides? 

¶ No matter who you are you can share in our wide variety  

  of exciting activities 

¶ You can try activities like camping, hiking, water  

   activities, abseiling, cooking, craft and bike riding 

¶ You can develop new skills 

¶ You can make lots of new friends 

¶ Parents know you are safe when youôre at Guides with our 

   trained volunteer leaders 

¶ At Guides you help to choose and plan the activities you  

   do 

GET INTO GUIDES!  

For further information 

or to register your interest please contact: 

Elizabeth: 9807 6472 

or Guides Victoria: 8606 3500 

Check us out on the web at: www.guidesvic.org.au 
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