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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

 

Friday 7th August   Grade 2 incursion - Minibeasts  

Friday 7th August   Final day for E.M.A. application - 2nd semester  
   

Principal’s Comment 
 

Safety House Program 
 

The Safety House Program is a state-wide initiative that provides a network of safe places 

for children and elderly citizens to use if they feel insecure when they are away from home.  

As part of this highly valued program, the basic aims of the Safety House program are to: 
 

provide community assistance to children while travelling to 

and from school, should they feel unsafe; 
 

deter undesirable people from entering the local area through 

the prominent display of safety house signs; and 
 

educate the wider community about the dangers facing 

children while commuting to school. 
 

The Safety House Program has grown initially from a group of parents concerned for the 

safety of their children.  It is based around the establishment of a network of Safety Houses 

that display a bright yellow Safety House sign that is easily and readily recognised by 

children and elderly citizens, whom are also protected by the program, and other community 

members. 
 

Laburnum presently has a network of 17 houses that can be used by children travelling to 

and from school each day whenever they feel unsafe, or when they are moving around the 

area out of school hours.  Including the obvious, an approach by strangers, it can also include 

anything that may put the child in danger such as bullying, attack by animals etc.   
 

Now under the excellent leadership of parent Sally McAlister, a Safety House program has 

operated at Laburnum Primary for a number of years ï although we are presently facing 

something of a potential crisis as families move through, and ultimately end their association 

with our school.   We are of course very keen to retain this extremely valuable program for 

the safety of its students, and in order to do so, desperately need increased assistance from 

the broader Laburnum parent community.  Interested families can; 
 

Offer their houses as Safety Houses .If you live within the boundaries of Canterbury 

Rd, Blackburn Rd, the railway line and Station St you could become a Safety 

House.  The role of the safety house person is to comfort the child and to report the 

incident by contacting the police. To become a safety house holder, someone must 

be at home (around 50% of the time), when children are travelling to and from 

school.  The residents need to have their personal details checked by police and are 

interviewed by two safety house committee members to ensure suitability of the 

house. 

Assist with the monitoring of our Safety Houses, with a commitment of around half 

and hour per month. This entails walking past the houses to do a visual check once 

per month and conducting a short interview with the occupants twice a year. 
 

If you are interested in supporting this program which is designed for the sole purpose of 

helping to keep your children safe, please contact the office for further details, or call Sally 

directly on 9878 0116. 
 

I would urge you to consider getting involved, as our Safety House Program provides a 

highly valuable service to this community.  Thank you.   

            Gavin Gamble 
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Laburnumõs 1 for 1 
Challenge  

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
JSC is launching a new fundraiser to raise money to 
buy safe drinking water for the children of Kibera, 
Kenya. Catherine Whiting, an ex teacher aide with 
Laburnum PS has spent 2008 working with her 
husband in the Kibera Slums.  

 
Kibera is a frightening 
world of poverty and 
disease. It is the largest 
slum in Africa and the 
second largest in the 
world. Currently over 1 
million people live in 
Kibera. The people 
receive no aid or public 
services from the 
government - no roads, 

hospitals, police services, schools, electricity, toilets or 
water. Given the living conditions and lack of 
education, disease is rampant. It is estimated that 1.6 
million children die from unsafe drinking water and 
poor sanitation every year. 
 
What are we doing to help? On Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday next week the JSC 
students will donate their lunchtimes to sell bottles of 
water at the canteen for $2.50 each. When you buy 1 
bottle of water for $2.50 this will give a child in Kibera 
1 weekôs supply of safe drinking water.  
Any additional donations will be gratefully received 
and can be placed in a marked envelope and given to 
your class teacher on any of these days.  

 
100% of funds raised goes DIRECTLY to assist the 
children in Kibera. 
 

Thank you to our generous sponsor of the 1 for 1 
Challenge Barry Plant (Blackburn). 
 

 

The 2009 JSC Committee 

600mls of water 20 litres of safe 

drinking water 

1 1 

From the Assistant Principal- Jean Denning 

 

What are Habits of Mind? 
 

At Level 4, students focus on the Habits of Mind as 

important problem solving strategies that involve 

strategic reasoning, insightfulness, perseverance and 

creativity in situations that are challenging and when 

answers to the problems are not immediately known. 

Using the Habits of Mind draws upon certain patterns 

of intellectual behaviour that involve a combination of 

skills and attitudes. 

The 16 habits as identified by Costa and Kallick are: 

¶ Persisting 

¶ Thinking and communicating with clarity 

and precision 

¶ Managing impulsivity 

¶ Gathering data through the senses 

¶ Listening with understanding and empathy 

¶ Creating, imagining, innovating 

¶ Thinking flexibly 

¶ Responding with wonderment and awe 

¶ Thinking about thinking (metacognition) 

¶ Taking responsible risks 

¶ Striving for accuracy 

 

Chicken Pox 
 

There have been several cases of chicken pox reported 

in the Grade Four Level. While chicken pox is highly 

contagious, it is considered a generally mild disease 

but children who contract it need to be excluded from 

school until fully recovered, or at least one week after 

eruption first appears. 

 

Children Leaving the School at the end of 2009 
 

As we are busy planning for 2010, it is imperative to 

our forward planning that we know the exact number 

of children at each grade level so that adequate 

resources can be provided for next year. If you are 

moving house and your children will therefore not be 

attending our school next year, can you please let us 

know in writing! We would really appreciate being 

kept up to date so that we can appropriately plan for 

the future. 

DATES TO REMEMBER  

 

¶  7th Aug. Incursion - Year 2 - Minibeasts 

¶ 10th Aug. O.H.S.C. meeting - 7.00 pm 

¶ 11th Aug Parentsô Group meeting - 7.30 pm 

¶ 17th Aug Monash Bands Festival 

¶ 18th Aug Finance committee - 8.00 am  

¶ 19th Aug School Council - time T.B.A.  

¶ 19th Aug N.S.W. Maths testing 

¶ 19th Aug Book Fair begins  
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Thankyou to all of the students in years 3-6 who have made 

the commitment to give up something important to them 

(other than food) for the 40hr famine. By participating you 

are making a real commitment to change the lives of young 

people less fortunate than yourself. 

 

The 40hr Famine will commence after school on Friday 21st 

- Sunday 23rd August. Many of the students who have 

returned their permission slips have already been issued 

with an official 40hr Famine Receipt Booklet. If your child 

is one of these students, please encourage them to look after 

it and keep it, along with any money collected in the zip-

lock bag. Students have also been reminded to ask close 

friends and family or perhaps the next door neighbour for 

sponsorship, rather than walking from door to door to 

collect sponsors. 

 

Participants have until Sunday 13th September to collect 

your money from sponsors and then hand it in to me the 

following day at school. All money should be returned no 

later than Monday 14th September. 

 

If you have not yet returned your permission slip, there 

is still time to do so! 
 

Best Wishes, 

ƾMiss Lopardi 

 

 
 

KEEP THIS DATE FREE 
LPS Parents Group Presents: 
FATHERS DAY BREAKFAST 

Friday 4
th

 September  
7.00 ï 8.45am 

Breakfast will be served near the canteen for 
Students/Dads/Special people. 

Juices, Coffee/Tea/Milo, Cereal, Cooked breakfast 
roll and yummy bakery options. 

Price still $ 3.00 per person (to maximum of $10.00). 
 

NEW!!!!! Paper plane competition! Start working on 
your designs ï Details to follow. 

Prizes for various categories. 
Order forms and all the details in next weekôs 

newsletter. 

…..from the library 
 

As part of our BOOK SAFARI BOOK WEEK TERM we 

will be holding an exciting BOOK FAIR! This year we 

will again be using Scholastic Book Fairs and the exciting 

range will have something for all reading 

interests. The Fair will arrive next  

Wednesday 19th August and the children 

will have the opportunity to view these 

on Thursday and Friday to compile Wish 

Lists. 

Selling times will be the following week: 

Monday 24th  and Tuesday 25th before and after school and 

Wednesday 26th before school is our final selling day. 

Please see the flyer with this weekôs newsletter for a peek at 

what is on offer at our wonderful BOOK  Fair! 

See you there!! 

Happy Reading   

Pam Rodenberg and Wendy Parker 

Parents’ Group  

Introducing COLIN LEWIS  

Colin is the father of twins Murray and Neale in Grade 1, 

and husband of Bronwyn. He served as Treasurer in his first 

year in Parentsô Group last year and is now combining 

Parentsô Group and School Council commitments as well as 

his role as an Associate Director of BDO Kendalls 

Chartered Accountants, specializing in governance, risk 

management and IT. Colin has a strong volunteer ethic and 

ñlearnt long ago that, for me at least, being involved in 

things is way better than being a spectator. I really enjoy 

meeting the other parents and planning how we can make a 

difference in the school.ò Colin is currently focusing his 

Parentsô Group energy on coordinating the upcoming 

Parentsô Group ski trip. 

 

Parents’ Group is Going Downhill! 
There are still a few places left on the Parentsô Group ski 

daytrip to Mt. Buller on Saturday August 15.  Contact Colin 

Lewis on 9878 3999 or colinl@acslink.net.au NOW to 

reserve your place. Donôt forget that if your child is in 

Grade Five, you can use the free Grade 5 ticket. See below. 

The Ski Trip is a Parentsô Group social activity. 

Continued next page 

OFFICE NEWS 
 

Before & After School Care 

 
If you wish to change or cancel a booking for Before/After 

School care please ring 9898 0242.  If there is now answer 

please leave a message on the answering machine.  We ask 

that you do not call the General Office for these bookings. 

 

http://us.mc500.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=colinl@acslink.net.au
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EAST BOX HILL CRICKET CLUB  
 

Junior Registration Day 

Sunday 30th August 2009 

11am – 1.00pm 
 

Whitehorse Reserve (rear of Box Hill High) 

Map 47 10G 
 

We would love any under 12ôs, and 14ôs to 

come down and register.  All are welcome! 
 

Only $85.00 to register ï NO other charges or 

fees involved (includes use of all cricket 

equipment, coaching, Club shirt and cap) 
 

For more information contact          

David McIldowney on 0409 028 358. 

 

 

NET SET GO AT LABURNUM  

REGISTRATION DATE EXTENDED TO FRIDAY 

AUGUST 14th 
Laburnum Netball Club, will once again be conducting a San 

Remo Net Set Go Program for children in grade 2 and 

upwards, at Laburnum Primary School commencing Friday 

September 4th at 4.15pm – 5.15pm on the school’s Janet Street 

netball courts.   
If your child is interested in participating in the program, 

registration forms can be collected from the school office.  

Payment and completed registration forms are to be returned to the 

school office no later than Friday August 14th.  Cheques are to 

be made payable to Laburnum Netball Club. Cheque Amount 

$40. 

We also require a few parents to help out with the program, so if 

anyone is interested in assisting, please advise when returning 

registration form, 

Program Dates 

Friday September 4th ï Friday September 18th 2009 

Friday October 9th ï Friday November 7th 2009 

Please email mausie40@yahoo.com if you have any questions 

or queries. 

Continued from previous page 

Rolf’s Pies Fundraising Pie Drive 

Thank you to everyone who ordered pies for our winter 

fundraiser. The pies will have been delivered to your childôs 

classroom today, Thursday. There were over 1000 pies 

ordered, with one order of almost $700.00 (including work 

colleagues and not just the family!) and several in excess of 

$200.00. We anticipate raising approximately $900.00 

which will go towards supporting our Community activities 

such as the Safety House program, the upcoming Fatherôs 

Day Breakfast and the kitchen garden project. If you have 

any questions concerning your order, please contact Robyn 

on 0419-112-466 after she has emerged from the mountain 

of pies she has just distributed ï thanks Robyn! Thank you 

for your support and enjoy your pies. 

The Rolfôs Pies Fundraising Pie Drive is a Parentsô Group 

fundraising activity. 
 
 

School Ball Update 

Bookings are now open for the upcoming Casino Royale 

event on Friday August 28 - just three weeks away! - and 

only $45.00 per head. That is less than $100.00 per couple 

for a great night out with staff and parents without the 

constraints of the school environment! In news just to hand, 

the Ball Committee is delighted to announce the return of 

the dancing cage (no, it doesnôt danceéyou dance inside 

it!!). It was a hit in 2007 and now back in 2009 due to 

popular demand. We are also pleased to announce that even 

after last yearôs Herculean effort (how many children did he 

babysit??), Mr Gamble has again graciously offered his 

babysitting services to be auctioned, or given away as a 

door prize. One thing is for sure, you will have to be there 

to be in the running for the experience of a lifetime. 

Imagine how well the kids would behave for this babysitter! 

See the flyer in last weekôs newsletter, or pick up a booking 

form from the Office. 

The School Ball is a Parentsô Group social activity. 
 

Casino Royale Assistance 

If you would like to help out the ball committee, we still 

need some more helpers on the day. Please contact Sarah 

Fulton (9877-3120) or Kelley Dixon (9802-5404). Also if 

you, your business or someone you know might be able to 

help us with a donation or prize for the evening we would 

love to hear from you. Again please call Sarah, Kelley or 

Sarah-Jane (0425-749-610). 
 

Good Guys Shopping Night 

Do you need a new vacuum cleaner? Covet a slow cooker? 

or want to update your TV? The Parentsô Group have 

organised a very special shopping night at the Good Guys 

Nunawading (Home HQ near to the corner of Whitehorse 

and Springvale Roads). Our shopping night is right in time 

for Fatherôs Day, on Friday September 4, between 6pm and 

9pm.When you present your flier you will receive extra 

special discounts and help the school at the same time. So 

save up your electrical purchases until Friday September 4 

when you can get the best prices around and help the school 

without even trying! Check out the green flyer with this 

newsletter. Copies are available from the Office if you 

receive the newsletter electronically and are unable to 

download it. 

The Good Guys Shopping Night is a Parentsô Group 

fundraising activity 

 

HOORAY FOR HOCKEY 7’S 

Congratulations to the following hockey players who 

proudly represented our school last Tuesday at the 

Waverley Hockey Centre - Ben White, Ashleigh White, 

Sam Chu, Calan Jackson, Jake Douglass, Luke Davidson, 

Adam Davidson, Angus McNamara and Alistair Payne. 

Our team played superbly winning their 

preliminary round and were defeated 

narrowly in the semi-final loosing to the 

eventual winners of the day. 

Thank you so very much to Mr. Steve 

White and Miles Jackson (coaches) and to 

Judy Davidson and Katrina White for looking after our 

team.  Feedback from this day was most positive.  Well 

done to everyone. 

 

FABULOUS FUN RUN EFFORTS 

Terrific to hear news recently of Nick Taylor (10 yrs) and 

his sister Kate (8 yrs) who both entered the U/18 yrs boys & 

girls events in a Fun Run at óPrinces Parkô  Both athletes 

came 3rd.  This is an outstanding efforts from each child.  

Approximately 1000 people were at the event. 


