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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Friday 31st July   National Tree Planting Day 
 

Monday 3rd August   Graduation Committee meeting - 5.30 pm 
 

Tuesday 4th August   N.S.W. English testing - lunchtime 
 

Friday 7th August   Grade 2 incursion - Minibeasts  

    
   

Principal’s Bits & Pieces 
 

Official Opening 
 

The Federal Member for Deakin Mr Mike Symon attended last Tuesdayôs whole school 

assembly to officially óopenô our Performing Arts Centre (PAC) upgrade, and our 

Community Water Grant rainwater harvesting project ï both of which were federally funded. 
 

Following a short but informative talk to our students, Mr. Symon presented School Council 

President Liz Brentnall with two plaques acknowledging the Federal Governmentôs 

contribution to each project. 
 

After assembly, our school captains and vice captains Josh, Ruby, Matt and Isabel gave Mr 

Symon and his assistant Pauline a tour of our new facilities, before accompanying them back 

to my office for a relatively informal morning tea. 
 

Hopefully Mr Symon will be returning to Laburnum in the not too distant future to present 

similar plaques for our proposed new artificial grass running / fitness track, grade 2 & 3 

decking canopy, interactive whiteboard program, and 2.2 million dollar library / 

administration / conference area upgrade ï all of which are to be funded through the Federal 

Governmentôs Financial Stimulus Package. 
 

Please note that draft plans of this significant project will be on display from next Monday, 

on the noticeboard next to the main office window.    
 

Preps Celebration 
 

100 is ………….. 
 

¶ Almost, but not quite the number of goals óFevô kicked last year. 

¶ The number of birthday treats I got to eat last term. 

¶ The average number of sausages consumed at a Laburnum Working Bee. 

¶ The number of words that Mr Hazlett can type in any given ½ hour. 

¶ The temperature at my wifeôs ideal holiday destination, 

é and as I finally get to the much anticipated point of this comment, it is also 

 

The number of days the Preps have now been at school!   
 

Congratulations to all of our preps, their families, and of course their teachers Anne, Teri, Jo,  

Eden, Caroline and Abbey on achieving this milestone ï with a mere 1300 school days to go 

until their Grade 6 Graduation! 

 

The preps marked this occasion on Tuesday by wearing their óPô based fancy dress outfits to 

school, and sharing in a special cake baked in the shape of 100.  They looked fantastic, and 

greatly impressed visiting Federal Member for Deakin Mike Symon who attended our whole 

school assembly.          Continued Page 2 
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This week the Preps celebrated 100 days of school. They 

reflected on some of their most important achievements 

over that time. 

When I started school é 

I didnôt know what the childrenôs names were.   Serena 
I couldnôté 

é do backflips.  Max 
éread and write.  Joseph 
éwrite long words.   Ella 
é do monkey bars.   Sammy 
é read, (but now I can!)    Oliver 
étie a knot.  Bonita 
éswing on the monkeybars.  Vicky 
éwrite. (but I can now!)    Mitchell 
é do backflips on the monkeybars.   
Joshua 
éswim.  Indi 
éread. Now I can!    Kyla 
éread and now I can read.    Hannah 
é count up to 100.   Nicola 
é tie my shoes.   Magnus 
é write.   Isaac 
édo somersaults.   Donovan 
é write.   Julian 
éswim and do writing.  Lily 

é do cartwheels.   Jackson 

é swing on the monkey bars.  Samantha 

é do somersaults.   Donovan 
… but on the 100

th
 day of school we can! 

From Page 1 

 

Anaphylaxis Management 
 

On Monday evening our staff participated in a St Johnôs 

Ambulance delivered three hour professional development 

program on anaphylaxis management.  Whilst we all very 

much hope that we never have to put any of our acquired 

knowledge and skills into action, our staff have made every 

effort to ensure that they are as prepared as possible, should 

such an emergency arise.  Many thanks must go to Robyn 

Saunders for organising this important training program, 

and for her leadership role in the development and 

implementation of our Anaphylaxis Management Policy 

and Procedures 
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¶ Those dedicated parents who, as members of the 

SSHLC, did such a terrific job last week conducting our 

head lice inspection program.  Sincere thanks also to those 

Laburnum families who have assisted and supported us by 

giving permission for their children to take part in this 

program, by collecting affected children from school, and 

for undertaking treatment as requested.  Scratching just 

below the surface, statistics would indicate that we have 

continued to improve in this area since the programôs 

inception in 2005. Thank you. 

The City of Whitehorse for the significant physical 

improvements recently made to the Pakenham Street car 

park / drop off area. 

 

Gavin Gamble 

From the Assistant Principal- Jean Denning 

Music Matters 

Over the next few weeks, a number of our students will be 

involved in a variety of musical performances. It is a 

fantastic opportunity for these children to showcase their 

abilities and represent our school in this way. 

On Monday 17th August our Concert Band will be 

performing at the Monash Bands Festival which has 

become an important annual event. 

On Tuesday 25th August the 5/6 Choir will be singing at the 

Waverley Eisteddfod at Blackwood Hall while on Tuesday 

1st August the 3 /4 Choir and the String Ensemble will be 

performing at the OxFam Concert. 

We wish these students well and know that they will give of 

their very best. Parental support at these events is always 

greatly appreciated. 

Of particular significance is a special Instrumental and 

Choral Gala Evening that we will be holding here at 

Laburnum next term on Tuesday 27th October in our School 

Hall. It will be an evening performance and promises to be 

a great night of entertainment. So put this important date in 

your diaries! 

University of NSW English Competition 

Next Tuesday 4th August, we have a large number of 

students from Grades 3-6 participating in the University of 

NSW English Competition. These children will be 

supervised during lunchtime and briefed the day before 

regarding the arrangements for the day and the proforma of 

the test. 

 

Asthma News 

Asthma Facts and Figures: 

¶ Over 2 million Australians have asthma ï 1 in 9 children 

and 1 in 10 adults 

¶ 1 in 9 children with asthma are exposed to tobacco smoke 

in their home 

¶ Asthma is a significant cause of absenteeism 

¶ Asthma is more common among boys than girls in 

Primary School aged children, however after teenage 

years more women have asthma than men 

¶ Children more frequently attend emergency departments 

for asthma in the first few weeks of each term. This 

phenomenon is known as the ñBack to Schoolò spike. 

¶ 8 Australians per week die from asthma 

Asthma Control Packs 

There has been a huge response to the ñAsthma Control 

Packsò which became available in Term 2 this year. These 

packs are free of charge for parents and students. These 

Control Packs provide information for students and parents 

to help them better manage their asthma. The pack includes 

an asthma action plan, asthma score cards, information 

brochures and flyers and asthma first aid procedures. There 

is still stock available but hurry! To place an order please 

contact Sarah or Louise at the Asthma Foundation of 

Victoria on (03) 9326 7088 or email 

schools@asthma.org.au 

Electronic copies of the Newsletter 

We have had a great response from families requesting an 

electronic copy of our Newsletter. If you would still like to 

ñsubscribeò we would love to hear from you! 

mailto:schools@asthma.org.au
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Parents’ Group  
 

Introducing KERRY SHORT 

Kerry started life as a Queenslander and was formerly a 

nurse in Brisbane before sensibly migrating south to study 

Behavioural Science at La Trobe University in 1985. She 

then worked in community mental health for a number of 

years and has just completed her Masters in Organisational 

Psychology and works on a contract basis as an Associate 

for a market research firm. Kerry enjoys mosaic and sings 

in the Box Hill Community Choir. Before children, she 

loved cinema and was a regular at the Melbourne 

International Film Festival with such pursuits now a thing 

of the past, although she would not change it for anything. 

Kerry is new to Parentsô Group this year and is a serial 

committee sitter, actually enjoying the committee process. 

To date, she has helped out with the Mothersô Day Stall, the 

Biggest Morning Tea and been instrumental in reviewing 

the Parentsô Group Constitution and administering the 

Parent Involvement Survey. ñI enjoy the opportunity to be 

involved and contribute to the school and to work with 

friendly, like-minded people in achieving tangible and 

worthwhile outcomes.ò Married to Ben and as a latecomer 

to motherhood with Noah (1M) and 3 year old Elena, she 

now knows the best way to spend her time is with her 

family (and at the Parentsô Group, of course!) 
 

Rolf’s Pies Fundraising Pie Drive 

Thank you to everyone who ordered pies for our winter 

fundraiser. The pies will be delivered to your childôs 

classroom next Thursday, August 6. All pies are freshly-

baked and can be frozen for up to three months for a quick 

and delicious home-style meal. Many thanks to Robyn 

Selleck for coordinating this fundraiser and, of course, to 

Rolfôs Pies at 181 Middleborough Road, Box Hill South.  

The Rolfôs Pies Fundraising Pie Drive is a Parentsô Group 

fundraising activity. 
 

Parents’ Group is Going Downhill! 
Parentsô Group is running a skiing daytrip to Mt. Buller on 

Saturday August 15, and there are places for seven people 

available. Final prices with depend on final numbers but 

estimated cost for one adult and one child including 

equipment and lessons is likely to be around $265. Prices 

decrease with an increase in participants and  prices are 

cheaper if the child is in grade five and you use the free 

Grade 5 ticket available). Please confirm your interest with 

Colin Lewis on 9878 3999 or colinl@acslink.net.au. 

The Ski Trip is a Parentsô Group social activity. 
 

Casino Royale Update 

Look out for your Ball booking form with your copy of this 

weekôs newsletter. Bookings are open until Monday August 

17, so get in early and guarantee your place by booking 

now. Note that you donôt have to book in a table group. So 

pull out your best frock, dress up to the nines (it might just 

be your lucky number) and get along to the Casino Royale 

Ball. Remember you donôt play with your own money ï we 

will supply you with special Laburnum Currency. And if 

the Blackjack doesnôt appeal, there will be great music, 

dancing, food and auctions to keep you busy. 

If you are able to help out with ball preparations we would 

appreciate a couple more helpers ï especially if you would 

like to help set the scene at the Town Hall during the day on 

Friday August 28. Please contact Kelley (9802-5404) or 

Sarah (9877-3120). 

The School Ball is a Parentsô Group social activity. 

 

Casino Royale Auction Items 

We are still looking for some more special prizes and 

auction lots for the night. If you, your business, or someone 

you know would be able to help with a donation of goods or 

services, it would be gratefully received and acknowledged. 

Donations can be left at the office, or contact Kelley Dixon 

(9802-5404), Sarah Fulton (9877-3120) or Sarah-Jane Mead 

(0425-749-610) to arrange collection. 
 

Grade Five kids ski for free! 
There is a current promotion at Victorian ski resorts - grade 

five children get a free lift ticket. See www.skivic.com/

grade5skifree for details. 
 

Entertainment Books 

The Entertainment Book season is now closing but there is 

still a year of savings to be made. A few copies are still 

available at the Office today for only $65 each ï until sold 

out. Buy one to share with a friend. Use it to make big 

savings on interstate attractions and day-to-day expenses 

right here at home. Every book sold earns money for the 

school, saves you money every time you use it and will pay  

for itself in no time. Itôs worth its weight in gold! 

The selling of Entertainment Books is a Parentsô Group 

fundraising activity. 
 

Need more information? 

Parentsô Group meets every month on the second Tuesday 

and newcomers are always welcome. The next meeting is 

Tuesday, August 11. If you would like more information 

or have any suggestions, please contact Sarah-Jane (0425-

749-610 or sjinjp@yahoo.com) or leave a message via the 

Coming Up in Term 3 

¶ August 6 (Thursday) ï Rolfôs Pie Drive Order 

Delivery 

¶ August 11 (Tuesday) at 7:30pm ï Parentsô 

Group meeting in Staffroom 

¶ August 15 (Saturday) ï Ski Trip TBC 

¶ August 28 (Friday) ï School Ball at Box Hill 

Town Hall 

¶ September 4 (Friday) ï Fathersô Day 

Breakfast 

¶ September 4 (Friday) ï Good Guys Sales 

Night  

  LABURNUM PARENTSõ GROUP 

2009 SCHOOL BALL 
 

Come along to the Casino Royale  
 

¶ Friday 28th AUGUST 2009 

 

¶ 7.30 pm - Midnight  

 

¶ Box Hill Lower Town Hall  

 

¶ $45.00 per person  

 

See the flyer with this newsletter  

http://us.mc500.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=colinl@acslink.net.au
http://www.skivic.com/grade5skifree
http://www.skivic.com/grade5skifree
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Education Maintenance Allowance 

 
Instalment Two 

 

The second instalment of the Education 

Maintenance Allowance (EMA) payment is 

due from mid August. 

 

Parents and guardians who lodged an EMA application at 

the beginning of the year do not need to lodge another EMA 

application to receive the second instalment. 

 

If you did not lodge an application and are 

eligible for the 2nd instalment an application 

form is available at the General Office 

 

Key Dates: 

Eligibility day - 13 July 2009 

 

 

 
LABURNUM NETBALL CLUB 
Laburnum Netball Club, will once again be conducting 

a San Remo Net Set Go Program for children in grade 2 

and upwards, at Laburnum Primary School 

commencing Friday September 4th at 4.15pm – 5.15pm 

on the school’s Janet Street netball courts.   

 

If your child is interested in participating in the program, 

registration forms can be collected from the school office.  

Payment and completed registration forms are to be 

returned to the school office no later than Wednesday 

August 5th.  Cheques are to be made payable to 

Laburnum Netball Club. Cheque Amount $40. 

We also require a few parents to help out with the program, 

so if anyone is interested in assisting, please advise when 

returning registration form, 

Program Dates 

Friday September 4th ï Friday September 18th 2009 

Friday October 9th ï Friday November 7th 2009 

Please email mausie40@yahoo.com if you have any 

questions or queries. 

 

Blackburn South Guides 
 
Have vacancies for girls in all age groups.  

Brownie Guides (6 ï 11years)  

Wednesday 5:00pm ï 6:30pm  

Guides (10 ï 15 years)  

Monday 7:00pm ï 9:00pm  

Meet at the Guide Hall, Eley Park, Eley Road.  

Please contact Barbara McMurtrie on  
9833 4210 for any inquiries.  

The Guide Association offers opportunities for girls to participate in:  
 

¶ Outdoor activities  

¶ Craft  

¶ Fitness  

¶ Adventure and challenge  

¶ Fun with a purpose  

¶ Leadership  

¶ Travel  

 

CROSS COUNTRY RUNNING AT IT’S BEST 
Huge Congratulations!! To Ben White - Grade 3,  who last 

Friday ran in rather windy but fine conditions at Bundoora  

Park where the V.P.S.S.A. State Cross Country 

Championships were held.  It seemed to me that 

approximately 70 boys jostled at the starting line for the ó10 

yrsô boys race.  Ben ran a truly sensational and courageous 

race, overcoming recent injury and finishing in ó8thô place.  

What makes Benôs performance even more mentorious is 

that  he is 8 yrs of age and will hopefully be able to run in 

the same race next year.  AND THERE IS MORE!! 

Capping off a fantastic long weekend, Ben won the State 

Little Athletics Cross Country ófinalô for his age group. 

Terrific efforts BenðBest wishes for your most promising 

sporting career. 

 

BLACKBURN DISTRICT SPORTS FINALS 

Congratulations to our Mixed Netball Team and Football 

team who recently contested the Blackburn District Finals. 

In particular special thanks to football coach Matt Scott and 

his assistant Peter Hardiman.  Also to Claire Briggs for her 

great work with our netball team.  Our gallant football team 

were beaten by a very well skilled Mont Albert team.   

The Mixed Netball team won the District Premiership 

accounting for Mont Albert on the day. 

OFFICE NEWS 
 

Before & After School Care 

If you wish to change or cancel a booking for Before/After 

School care please ring 9898 0242.  If there is no answer 

please leave a message on the answering machine.  We ask 

that you do not call the General Office for these bookings. 
 

Absence Notes 

If your child is away ill there is no need to call the office to 

leave a message for the teacher.  Please just send a note 

with your child when they return to school. 

 

School Banking 

Please make sure the correct account number is on your 

deposit slips, we are having difficulty with incorrect 

account numbers. Itôs not too late to come! 
 

We are holding a Family Music Afternoon here at 

Laburnum Hall 
 

Sunday 2 August, 2:00 ï 4:00 pm  
  

Come and play marimbas, wacky instruments, drums and 

echocellos with Jon Madinï a treat for the whole family. A 

great experience for everyone ï bring your friends, and their 

children too. No musical experience necessary!  Gold coin 

donation at the door. 

  
Jon Madin (Geelong) is well known 

throughout Victoria for his marimbas and 

wonderfully wacky instruments. He is a 

musician, composer, and inventor of 

many new instruments, including J-pipes, 

Shaker rings, and Echo-cellos.  

For more information please speak to Mrs Myers (Music 

Teacher).  


